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PSALM xci, 16. 
bo will riſe up with me againſt the wicked ? 


J. MN N all ages, men who neither 
* ws feared Gor, nor regarded 


bp I man, have combined toge- 
RN ther and formed confedera- 
cies, to carry on the works 
of darkneſs. And herein they have ſhewn 
themſelves wiſe in their generation ; for by 
this means they more effectually promoted 
the kingdom of their father, the devil, than 
otherwiſe they could have done. On the 
other hand, men who did fear Gop and 
defire the happineſs of their fellow-crea- 
tures, have in ever age found it needful 
to join together, in order to oppoſe the 
works of darkneſs, to ſpread the knowledge 
of Gop their Saviour, and to promote his 
kingdom upon earth. Indeed He himſelf ' 
has inſtructed them ſo to do. From the 
time that men were upon the earth, he hath 
taught them to join together in his ſervice, 
and has united them in one body by one 
ſpirit. And for this very end He has joined 
them together, that He might deſtray the 
works. of the devil, firſt in them that are al- 
ready united, and by Them in all that are 
found about them. 

| . 
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2. This is the original deſign of the church 
of CyrIisT. It is a body of men compacted 
together, in order firſt, to ſave each his own 
ſoul, then to aſſiſt each other in working 
out their ſalvation, and afterwards as far a 
in them lies, to ſave all men from preſent 
and future miſery, to overturn the kingdom 
of ſatan, and ſet up the kingdom of CHxISr. 
And this ought to be the continued care 
and endeavour of every member of his church, 
Otherwiſe he is not worthy to be called: 
member thereof, as he is not a living mem- 
ber of CurIsT. | 

3. Accordingly this ought to be the con- 
ſtant care and endeavour of all thoſe, who 
are united together in theſe kingdoms, and 
are commonly called The Church of England 
They are united together for this very end 
to oppoſe the devil and all his works, and 
to wage war againſt the world and the fleſh 
his conſtant and faithful allies. But do they 
in fact anſwer the end of their union? Art 
all who ftile themſelves © Members of the 
church of England” heartily engaged in op- 
poſing the works of the devil, and fighting 

againſt: the world and the fleſh ? Alas, w 
cannot ſay this. So far from it, that a gre 
part, I fear, the greater part of them, at 
. themſelves the World, the people that kno! 
not Gop, to any ſaving purpoſe : are in 
dulging, day by day, inſtead of mortr/11-;> 
the fleſh, with its affeftions and deſires ; WF 

doing themſelves thoſe works of the devi 
which they are peculiarly engaged to de 
ſtroy. | 


6 


4. There is therefore ſtill need, even in 
this Chriſtian Country (as we courteouſly 
ſtile Great Britain) yea, in this Chri/tian 
Church (if we may give that title to the bulk 
of our nation) of ſome to riſe up againſt the 
wicked, and join together againſt the evil. 


ders, Nay, there was never more need 
than. there is at this day, for them that fear 


the Lord, to ſpeak often together, on this very 
head, How they may ft ub @ flandard a- 
gainſt the iniquity which overflows the land. 
There is abundant cauſe for all the ſervants 
of Gap, to join together againſt the works of 
the devil, with united hearts and counſels 
and endeavours, to make a ſtand for Gop, 
ud to repreſs, as much as in them lies, theſe 
ade of ungodlineſs.. 

5. For this end a few perſons in London, 
towards ' the cloſe of the laſt century, united 
Wl together, and after a while were termed, 
Ihe Society for Reformation of Manners.” 
And incredible Good was done by them, 
ger near forty years. But then moſt of the 
8 iginal members, being gone to their re- 
ward, thoſe who ſucceeded them grew faint 
in their mind, and departed from the work. 
do that a few years ago the Society ceaſed, 
po did any of the kind remain in the king- 

m. ; 

6. It is a Society of the ſame nature, which 
bas been lately formed. I purpoſe to ſhew, 
Firſt, The nature of their Deſign, and the 
Leys they have hitherto taken; 2, The Ex- 
ol (*/lency of it, with the various Object ian: 
which 
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which have been raiſed againſt it; 3. Na, Mc 


manner of men they ought to be, who engage ind 
in ſuch a deſign : and 4. With what Spirit Mir 
and in what Manner they ſhould proceed, in WM 
the proſecution of it. I ſhall conclude with Who, 

an Application both to Them, and to all that Wang 
tear GoD. 

I. 1. 1 am, farſt, to ſhew the Nature of 
their Deſign and the Steps they have hitherto 
taken, 

It was on a Lorp's Day in Auguft 1757, 
that in a ſmall company, who were met for 
Prayer and religious Converſation, mention 
was made of the groſs and open profanatian 
of that ſacred day, by perſons buying and 
ſelling, keeping open ſhop, tippling in ale- 
houſes, and ſtanding or fitting in the ſtreets, 
roads or fields, vending their wares as on 
common days: eſpecially in Moor-fields, 
which was then full of them every Sunday, 
from one end to the other, It was conli- 
dered, What Method could be taken, to re- 
dreſs theſe grievances? And it was agreed, 
That fix of them ſhould in the morning 
wait upon Sir John Fielding for inſtruction. 
They did ſo. He approved of the deſign, 
and directed them how to carry it into exe- 
cution. ä 

2. They firſt delivered Petitions to the 
tight honourable the Lord Mayor and the 
Court of Aldermen, to the Juſtices fitting at 
 Hic#s-Hoall, and thoſe in Weſtminſler- Hall. 
And they received from all theſe honourable 
Benches much encouragement to proceed. ; 
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z. It was next judged proper, to ſignify 
their defign to many perſons of eminent rank, 
and to the body of the Clergy, as well as the 
Miniſters of other denominations, belonging 
o the ſeveral churches and meetings, in and 

bout the cities of London and Weſtminſter. 
And they had the ſatisfaction to meet with 
an hearty conſent and univerſal approbation 
from them. 
4. They then printed and diſperſed, at 
eir own expence, ſeveral thouſand books 
if inſtruftion, to Conſtables and other Pariſh- 
Diicers, explaining and inforcing their ſeve- 
il duties. And to prevent, as far as poſſible, 
le neceſſity of proceeding to an actual exe- 
tion of the laws, they likewiſe printed and 
uperſed, in all parts of the town, diſſuaſives 
bom Sabbath-breaking, extracts from acts 
parllaments againſt it, and notices to the 
lenders, 
5. The way being paved by theſe precau- 
ons, it was in the beginning of the year 
758, that after notices delivered again and 
fan, which were as often ſet at nought, 
informations were made to Magift- 
les, againſt - perſons. profaning the Lokp's 
hy. By this means Lie firſt cleared the 
ts and fields, of thoſe. notorious offen- 
is, who without any regard either to Gon 
che King, were ſelling their wares from 
ming to night. They proceeded to a more 
licult attempt, the preventing Tippling on 
b Lonp's Day, ſpending the time in ale- 
Jules which ought to be ſpent in the more 
mediate worſhip of Gop. Herein they 
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were expoſed to abundance of reproach, tj 
inſult and abuſe of every kind : 1aving hot 
only the tipplers and thoſe who entertained 
them, the alehouſe-keepers, tb contend with, 
but rich and honourable men, partly the land. 
lords of thoſe alehouſe-keepers, partly thoſe 
who furniſhed them with drink, and in ge- 
neral all who gained by their fins. Some 0 
theſe were not only men of ſubſtance, but 
men in authority; nay, in more inſtanca 
than one, they were the very perſons befor 


whom the Delinquents were brought. An 2 
the treatment they gave thoſe who laid th wy 
Informations, naturally encouraged the bei % 
of the people, to follow their example, andt mc) 
uſe them as fellows not fit to live upon tl * 
the earth. Hence they made no ſcruple, 1 * 
only to treat them with the baſeſt langug A 
not only to throw at them mud or ſton \ - 
or whatever came to hand, but many tint 2 
to beat them without mercy, and to drag the 0 
over the ſtones, or thro the kennels. N 
that they did not murthet them, was not * J 
want of will; but the bridle was in th Gn 
teeth. ks 
6. Having therefore received help itt Lon 


Gor, they went on to reſtrain Bakers l 
wiſe, from ſpending ſo great a part of 
LoxD's Day, in exercifing the work 
their calling. But many of theſe! 
more noble than the Victuallers. li 
were ſo far from reſenting this, or 100K 
upon it as an affront, that ſeveral whs 


® They did not mean by this, The Reſtraining * 
| from baking proviſion for the Poor. 
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been hurried down the ſtream of Cuſtom, 
d act contrary to their own Conſcience, | 
incerely thanked them for their labour | 
ind acknowledged. it as a real kindneſs. | 

In clearing the ſtreets, fields and ale- | 
houſes of ſabbath-breakers, they fell upon 
another ſort of ' offenders as miſchievous to 
ſociety as any, namely, Gameſters of vari- 
ous kinds. Some of theſe were of the i 
lbweſt and vileſt claſs, commonly called 
Gamblers, who make a trade of ſeizing on 
young, and unexperienced men, and trick- 
ng them out of all their money. And after 
they have beggared them, they frequently 
teach them the ſame myſtery of - iniquity, 
teveral Neſts of - theſe they have rooted out, 
and conſtrained not a few of them, honeſtly 
to earn their bread by the ſweat of their 
brow, and the labour of their hands. 
8. Increaſing in number and ſtrength, 
they. extended their views, and began not 
only to repreſs \Profane Swearing, but to 
remove out of our ſtreets, another public 
nuſance and ſcandal of the chriſtian name 
Common Proſtitutes. Many of theſe were, 
ſtopped in their mid carreer of audacious 
wickedneſs. And in order to go to the root 
of the Diſeaſe, many of the Houſes that 
entertained them, have been detected, pro- 
ſecuted according to law, and totally ſup- 
preſt, And ſome of the poor, deſolate 
women themſelves, tho' fallen to 


The loweſt line of human infamy 
B have 
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have acknowledged the gracious Providence 
of Gop, and broke off their. fins by laſting 
repentance, Several of theſe have been 
placed out, and ſeveral received into the May. 


dalen Hoſpital. | 


9. If a little digreſſion may be allowed 
who can ſufficiently. admire the wiſdom cf 
Divine Providence, in the diſpoſal of the 
times and ſeaſons, ſo as to ſuit one occur- 
rence to another? For inſtance. Juſt at 
a time when many of theſe poor creatures, 
being ſtept in their courſe of fin, found 
defire of leading a better life, as it were in 
anſwer to that fad queſtion, «© But if! 
quit the way I now am in, what can I 00 
to live? For I am not miſtreſs of any trade; 
and I have no friends that will receive me: 
I fay, juſt at this time, Gop has prepared 
the Magdalen Hoſpital. Here thoſe who 
have no trade, nor any friends to recein 
them, are received with all tenderneſs. Here 
they may live, and that with comfort, being 
provided with all things, that are needl 
for life and godlineſs. 

10. But to return. The number of perſon 


brought to juſtice, from Auguſt 1757, to A. 


g 1762 is 9590 


From thence to the preſent time. 


For unlawful Gaming, and pro- 
fane Swearing, 40 
For Sabbath-breaking, 400 
 LewdWomen & keepers of ill Houſes, 559 
For offering to ſale obſcene Prints, : 


In all, 1059 


In 
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11. In the admiſſion of members into the 
MM ſociety, no regard is had to any particular ſect or 
0 party. Whoever is found upon enquiry to be a 
; od man, is readily admitted. And none who 
s has ſelfiſh or pecuniary views, will long conti- 
rue therein: not only becauſe he can gain no- 
ching thereby, becauſe he would quickly be a 
te boſer: inaſmuch as he muſt commence ſub- 
ſeriber, as ſoon as he is a member. Indeed the 
vulgar cry is Theſe are all V hitfelites. But 
it is a great miſtake. About twenty of the con- 
; WF fantly ſubſcribing members, are all that are in 
_- Wl connexion with Mr. Vbitefield. About fifty are 
c 1 in. connexion with Mr. Fefey. About twenty, 
90 who are of the eſtabliſhed Church, have no 
ge: connexion with either: and about ſeventy are 
Diſſenters, who make in all an hundred and 
lixty, There are indeed many more, who aſſiſt 


cho in the work by occaſional ſubſcriptions. 

er II. 1. Theſe are the feps which have been 
lere hitherto taken, in proſecution of this Deſign. I 
cin am in the ſecond place, toſhew, the excellency 


a thereof, notwithſtanding the obecbions which 
have been raiſed againſt it. Now this may ap- 
E from ſeveral conſiderations. And firſt, from 

ence. That the making an open ſtand, againſt 
all the ungodlineſs and unrighteouſneſs, which 
overſpread our land as a flood, is one of the no- 
leſt ways of confeſſing CuRIST in the face 
of his enemies. It is giving glory to Gop, and 
(hewing mankind, that even in theſe dregs of time 

There are, who faith prefer, 
Tho' few, and piety to Gop.“ 

And what more excellent, than to render to 
Gep, the honour due unto his name? To de- 
| clare 
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clare by a ſtronger proof than words, even by Wray, 
ſuffering, and running all hazards, Verily there Nu 
2s a reward for the righteous ; doubtleſs there ii 4. 
a God that judgeth the earth. 

2. How excellent is the Deſign, to prevent in 
any degree, the diſhonour done to his glorious 
name, the contempt which is poured on his au- 
thority, and the ſcandal brought upon our holy 
religion, by the groſs, flagrant wickedneſs of thoſe 
who are ſtill called by the name of CnRISTA! 
To ſtem in any degree the torrent of vice, to re- 
preſs the floods of ungodlineſs, to remove in any 
meaſure thoſe occaſions of blaſpheming the wor- 
thy name whereby we are called, is one of the 
nobleſt deſigns it can poſſibly enter into the 
heart of man to conceive, 

3. And as this deſign thus evidently tends, to 
bring glory to God in the higheſt, ſo it no leſs ma- 
nifeſtly conduces, to the eſtabliſhing peace upon 
earth. For as all fin directly tends, bath to de- 
ſtroy our peace with Gop, by ſetting him at open 
defiance, to baniſh peace from our own breaſts, 
and to ſet every man's ſword againſt his neigh- 
bour : ſo whatever prevents or removes in, 
does in the ſame degree promote peace, both 
peace in our own ſoul, peace with Gop, and peace 
with one another. Such are the genuine fruits of 
this deſign, even in the preſent world. But why 
ſhould we confine our views to the narrow bound 
of time and ſpace ? Rather paſs over theſe into 
eternity. And what fruit of it ſhall we find there' 
Let the apoſtle ſpeak : Brethren, if one of you e 

from the truth, and one convert him (not to this 
or that opinion, but to Gop I) t him know, f pat 


be who converteth a ſinner from the error of his 
"I | Way, 


( 13 ) 
ray, ſhall ſave a ſoul from death, and hide a mul- 


Hude of fins, Jam. v. 19, 20. 


4. Nor is it to individuals only, whether thoſe 
ybo betray others into fin, or thoſe that are lia- 
e to be betrayed and deſtroyed by them, that the 
enefit of this deſign redounds, but to the whole 
ommunity whereof we are members,. For is it 
ot a ſure obſervatien, righteouſneſs exalteth a na- 
un? And is it not as ſure on the other hand, that 
isa reproach to any people? yea, and bringeth 
bwn the curſe of Gop upon them? So far there- 
ire as righteouſneſs in any branch is promoted, 
o far is the national intereſt advanced. So far as 
In, eſpecially open ſin is reſtrained, the curſe and 
proach are removed from us. Whoever there- 
ire they are that labour herein, they are general 
enefactors. They are the trueſt friends of their 

ing and Country, And in the ſame proportion 
their deſign takes place, there can be no doubt, 
ut God will give National Proſperity, in accom- 
liſhment of his faithful word, Them that honour 

e, Iwill honour. 

5, But it is objected, © However excellent a 
leon. this is, it does not concern you. For are 

ere not perſons, to whom the repreſſing theſe 
fences and puniſhing the offenders properly be- 
ng? Are there not conſtables and other pariſh- 


licers,who are bound by oath to this very thing?” 


Itereare, Conſtables and church-wardens in par- 
ular, are engaged by ſolemn oaths, to give due 
brmation againſt profaners of the Loxp's Day, 
nd all other ſcandalous ſinners. But if they leave 
undone, if notwithſtanding their oaths, they 
duble not themſelves about the matter, it con- 
fs all that fear Gop, that love mankind, and 

that 


” 
— 


to all the world?“ With men this is inpaſll 
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that wiſh well to their King and Country, to per 
ſue this deſign with the very ſame vigour, 281 
there were no ſuch officers exiſting. It being ju 
the ſame thing, if they are of no uſe, as if they 
had no being. 

6. © But this is only a pretence : their re: 
Deſign, is to get money by giving informations, 
So it has frequently and roundly been affirmed 
but without the leaſt ſhadow of truth. The con 
trary may be proved by a thouſand inſtances 
no member of the ſociety, takes any part of thi 
money which is by. the law allotted to the in 
former. They never did from the beginning 
nor does any of them ever receive any thing, t 
ſuppreſs or withdraw their information. This] 
another miſtake, if not wilful ſlander, for whid 
there is not the leaſt foundation. | 
9. © But the defign is impracticable. Vi 
is riſen to ſuch an head, that it is impoſſible 
ſuppreſs it; eſpecially by ſuch means. For whi 
can an handful of poor people, do in oppoſiti 


but not with God, And they truſt, not in then 
ſelves, but Him, Be then the patrons of V: 
ever ſo ſtrong, to Him they are no more tha 
raſshoppers. And all means are alike to H 
t is the ſame thing with Gop 7o deliver! 
many or by few. The ſmall number thereto 
of thoſe who are on the Loxp's fide is nothun 
neither the great number of thoſe that are again 
him. Still he doth whatever pleaſeth him, 40 
there is no counſel or firength againſt the Lord: 
8. But if the end you aim at, be really tor 
form Sinners, you chuſe the wrong means: 


is the Word of Gop muſt effect this, = n 
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uman laws. And it is the work of miniſters, 


eſe, can only produce an outward reforma- 
ton. If makes no change in the heart.” 

It is true the word of God is the chief, ordi- 
tary means, whereby he changes both the hearts 
nd lives of ſinners : And he does this chiefly 
the miniſters of the goſpel. But it is likewiſe 
te, that the magiſtrate is the miniſter of God: 
ind that he is deſigned of Gop 7o be a terror to 

il doers, by executing human laws upon them. 
[ this'does not change the heart, yet to prevent 
utward ſin, is one valuable point gain d. There 
ſo much the leſs diſhonour done to Go, leſs 
andal brought on our holy Religion, leſs curſe 
Ind reproach upon our nation, leſs temptation 
ud in the way of others, Vea, and leſs wrath 
ſraped up by the ſinners themſelves againſt the 
lay of wrath. _ | 

9..* Nay, rather more: for it makes many 
them hypoctites, pretending to be what they 
te not, Others, by expoſing them to ſhame, 
nd putting them to expence, are made impu- 
lent and deſperate in wickedneſs : So that in 
ality none of them are any better, if they are 
ot worſe than they were before.” 

This is a miſtake all over. For 1. Where 
e theſe Hypocrites? We know none who 
ave pretended to be what they were not. 2. 
Ine expoſing obſtinate offenders to ſhame, and 
ting them to expence, does not make them 
elperate in offending, but afraid to offend. 3 
me of them, far from being worſe, are ſub- 
untially better, the whole tenor of their lives 
Fing Changed, Yea 4. Some are inwardly 
changed 


hot of magiſtrates. Therefore the applying to 
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changed, even,from darkneſs to light, and fri 
the power of ſatan unto God. 

| I0. * But many are not convinced, thy 

buying or ſelling on the Lord's Day is a fin,” 

| If they are not convinced, they ought t 

| be: It is high time they ſhould. The caſe; 

| as plain as plain can be. For if an open, wil 
breach both of the law of Gop and the law of h 
| | land, is not fin, pray what is? And if ſuch 
| breach both of divine and human laws is not. 
be puniſhed, becauſe a man is not convinced 
| is a fin, there is an end of all execution of juſtig 

| and all men may live as they liſt. 

11. But mild methods ought to be tried fi 
They ought. And ſo they are. A mild adm 
nition is given to every offender, before the 
is put in execution againſt him: nor is any m 
proſecuted, till he has expreſs notice, that ti 
will be the caſe, unleſs he will prevent that pt 
ſecution, by removing the cauſe of it. In eu 
caſe the mildeſt method is uſed, which the! 
ture of the caſe will bear: Nor are ſeverer me 
ever applied, but when they are abſolutely 1 
ceſſary to the end, 

12. Well, but after all this ſtirr about 
formation, what real good has been done? U 
ſpeakable good; and abundantly more, tl 
any one could have expected, in ſo ſhort a ti 
conſidering the ſmall number of the inſtrume 
and the difficulties they had to encounter, Mi 
evil has been already prevented, and much] 
been removed. Many ſinners have been“ 
wardly reformed ; ſome have been 1nWil 
changed. The Honour of Him whole 5 


we bear, ſo openly affronted, has been perk | 
| | 1 en 
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ided, And it is not eaſy to determine, how ma- 
and how great bleſſings, even this little Stand, 
ade for God and his cauſe, againſt his daring 
jemies, may already have derived upon our 
hole nation. On the whole then, after all 
e objections that can be made, reaſonable men 
y ſtill conclude, a more excellent deſign could 
rce ever enter into the heart of man. 

III. 1. But what manner of men ought they to 


hagine, any that are willing to aſſiſt therein, 
beht readily to be admitted; and that the greater 
number of the members, the greater will be 
ter influence. But this is by no means true: 
atter of fact undeniably proves the contrary. 
hile the former ſociety for reformation of man- 
rs, conſiſted of choſen members only, tho nei- 
er many, rich, nor powerful, they broke thro' 
loppoſition, and were eminently ſucceſsful in 
ery branch of their undertaking. But when a 
Imber of men, leſs carefully choſen, were re- 
wed into that ſociety, they grew leſs and leſs 
ful, till by inſenſible degrees, they dwindled 
b nothing. 

2. The number therefore of the members is no 
ore to be attended to, than the riches or e- 
nence. This is a work of Gop. It is undertaken 
the name of Gov, and for his ſake. It follows, 
t men who neither love nor fear Gop, have no 
It or lot in this matter, Why takeft thou my co- 
nant in thy mouth, may Gop ſay to any of theſe, 
hereas thou thyſelf hateft to be reformed, and 


en e my words behind thee ? Whoever there - 
es in any known fin, is not fit to engage in 
eu rming finners. More eſpecially if he is guilty 
en C '4 


who engage in ſuch a deſign ? Some may 


1 
| 
| 
: 
l 
l 


— 


| 
| 
| 
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in any inſtance, or in the leaſt degree, of profi 
ing the name of Gop, or buying, ſelling or doi 
any unneceſſary work on the Lok 's Day, or 
fending in any other of thoſe inſtances, whi 


| 

this ſociety is peculiarly deſigned to reform. N — 

| let none who ſtands himſelf in need of this re geli 
1 mation, preſume to meddle with ſuch an unde 
| taking. Firſt, let him pull the beam out of his oy 
| eye. Let him be himſelf unblamable in all thing 
| 3. Not that this will ſuffice. Every one eng 

| ing herein, ſhould be more than a ham, 

| man. He ſhould be a man of faith: having Wane 


1 leaft ſuch a degree of that evidence of thingsn 
| een, as to aim not at the things that are ſt 
| which are temporal, but at thoſe that are nit ſt 


| which are eternal: ſuch a faith, as produ wil 
| a ſteady fear of God, with a laſting reſolution, ¶ ¶ ban 
j his grace to abſtain from all that he has forbiddeſ ag. 


| and to do all that he hascommanded. He will m 

. eſpecially need, that particular branch of Fai 
| confidence in God. It is this faith which renn 
mountains, which guenches the violence f f 
6 which breaks thro all oppoſition, and enabl 

one to ſtand againſt and chaſe a thouſand, kuov 
| ing in whom his ſtrength lies, and even wh 
he has the ſentence of death in himſelf, tru 
in him who raiſeth the dead. 
! 4. He that has Faith and Confidence in Gol 
will of conſequence be a man of courage. Al 
| ſuch it is highly needful every man ſhould 
who engages in this undertaking. For mi 
things will occur in the proſecution thereof, bi 
are terrible to nature: indeed fo terrible, thats 
| who confer with fleſh and blood will be afraid! 

| incounter them. Here thereſore true courage 


I 
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is proper place, and is neceſſary in the higheſt 
degree. And this, Faith only can ſupply. A 
Believer can lay, 
I fear. no Denial ; 
No danger I fear : 
Nor ſtart frum the trial ; 
For Jesvus is near. 

g. To courage, patience is nearly allied: the 
ane regarding Future, the other Preſent Evils. 
And whoever joins in carrying on a Deſign of 
this nature, will have great occaſion for this, 
For notwithſtanding all his unblamableneſs, he 
will find himſelf juſt in 1Þmael's ſituation, his 
band againſt every man, and every man's band 
againſt bim. And no wonder. If it be true, that 
allwho will live godly, ſhall ſuffer perſecution, how 
eminently muſt this be fulfilled in Them, who 
not content tolive godly themſelves, compel the 
ungodly to do ſo too, or at leaſt to refrain from 
notorious ungodlineſs? Is not this, declaring 
war againſt all the world ? Setting all the chil- 
dren of the devil at defiance ? And will not Satan 
himſelf, tbe prince of this world, the ruler of the 
darkneſs thereof, exert all his ſubtlety and all 
his force, in ſupport of his tottering kingdom? 
| Who can expect, the roaring lion will tamely 

ſubmit to have the prey plucked out of his 

teeth ? Te have therefore need of patience; that 
when ye have done the will of God ye may receive 
the promiſe. | | 


bold faſt this profeſſion of your faith without wa- 
Vring, This alſo ſhould be found in all that 
unite in this ſociety ; which is not a taſk for a 
Guble-minded man, for one that is unſtable in bis 

Ways, 


— — a. HO. GA 


Q. And ye have need of /fteddineſs, that ye may 


as he faſted death for cuery man fo they are rea- 
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ways. He that is as a reed ſhaken with the wind 
is not fit for this warfare, which demands a firm WM fab. 
purpoſe of ſoul, a conſtant, determined Reſolu- wa 
tion. One that is wanting in this, may ſe e 1.0 


hand to the plow : but how ſoon will he hb 
back? He may indeed endure for a time, But 
when perſecution or tribulation, public or private 


troubles, ariſe becauſe of the work, immediate) \ 
be is offended, | 801 
7. Indeed it is hard for any to perſevere in { cha 
umpleaſing a work, unleſs love — 2 both q 
pain and fear. And therefore it is highly expe- WM 6.4 
dient that all engaged therein, have 7he /ove of bee. 
God ſhed abroad in their hearts: that they ſhould Wl cou 
all be able to declare, we love him, becauſe be fr} * 
loved us. The preſence of him whom their ſoul N WI 
loveth, will then make their labour light. They they 


can then ſay, not from the wildneſs of an heated 
imagination, but with the utmoſt truth and ſo- they 
berneſs. N 1 8 


ute 

With Thee converſing, I forget 5 
All time, and toil, and care: ous 
Laboyr is reſt, and pain it ſweet, ther 
While thou, my Go, art here. wer 

8. What adds a ſtil] greater ſweetneſs even to 
labour and pain, is the chriſtian /ove of our nig. im. 


lour. When they love their neighbour, that is, 
every ſoul of man, as themſelves, as their own 
ſouls ; when the love F Chrift conſtrains them hi. 
to love one another, even as he loved us; when, Wh 


dy to lay down their life for their brethren, lin- 
cluding in that number, every man, every ſoul I. 
for which CuxISr died: ) what proſpect of dan- 

| ger 
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ger will then be able, to fright them from their 
labour of love? What ſuffering will they not 
be ready to undergo, to ſave one ſoul from ever- 
laſting burnings ? What continuance of labour, 
diſappointment, pain, will yanquiſh their fixt 
reſolution ! will they not be 

"Wl © Gainſt all repulſes ſteeled, nor ever tired; 

| With toilſom day, or ill-ſucceeding night F 

Ls love both hoperh and enduretb all things. So 
Wl (barity never faileth. 

9. Love is neceſſary for all the members of 
ſuch a ſociety, on another account likewiſe ; even 
becauſe it is not puffed up; it produces not only 
courage and patience, but Humility, And O! 
bow needful is this for all who are ſo employed ! 
What can be of more importance, than that 
they ſhould be little, and mean, and baſe, and 
me in their own eyes? For otherwiſe, ſhould 
they think themſelves any thing, ſhould they im- 
pute any thing to themſelves, ſhould they admit 
ay thing of a phari/aic ſpirit, ruſting in them- 
elves that they were righteous, and deſpiſing o- 
bert: Nothing could more directly tend, to 
merthrow the whole deſign. For then they 
ould not only have all the world, but alſo Gon 
mſelf to contend with; ſeeing He reſiſteth the 
ud, and giveth grace only to the humble, Deep- 

conſcious therefore ſhould every member of 
us ſociety be, of his own fooliſhneſs, weakneſs, 
Fpleſneſs: Continually hanging with his whole 
wu upon Him, who alone hath wiſdom and 
fength, with an unſpeakable convicton, that 
e help which is done upon earth, God doth it 
Inſelf; and that it is He alone who worketh in 


> ith to will and to do, of bis good pleaſure. 


* — aw 
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10. One point more, who ever engages in thi; 
deſign ſhould have deeply impreſt on his heart, 
namely, that the wrath of man wor eth not th 
righteouſneſs of God. Let him therefore learn f 
Him who was meek as well as lowly. And let | 
him abide in meekneſs as well as humility; WM * 
With, all lowlineſs and meekneſs, let him walk MI 4 
worthy of the vocation wherewith be ts called. a 
Let them be gentle toward all men, good or bad, MW U 
for his own ſake, for their ſake, for CuRISTS MI © 


ſake. Are any ignorant and out of the way ? th 
Let him have compaſſion upon them. Do they I f 
even oppoſe the word and the work of Go, yea MI {0 
ſet themſelves in battle array againſt it? 8 Je 
much the more hath he need, i meebneſt H © 
inſtrucł᷑ thoſe who thus oppoſe themſelves, if haply I ba. 
they may awake out of the ſnare of the devil, and WM 
no more be talen captive at his will, Ing 

IV. 1. From the qualifications of thoſe who ng 
are proper to engage in ſuch an undertaking a WM "ot 


this, I proceed to ſhew, Fourthly, With what 
ſpirit, and in what manner, it ought to be per- Sent 


ſued. Firſt, with what Spirit, Now this fil] ule 
regards the motive which is to be preſerved, in «th 
every ſtep that is taken, For zf at any time %, rat 
light which is in thee be darkne(;, how great preſe 
that darkneſs ? But if thine eye be ſingle, thy why both 
body ſhall be full of light. This is therefore com nde 
tinually to be remembred; and carried into eve n th 
word and action. Nothing is to be ſpoke 0 thro?! 
done, either great or ſmall, with a view to 1 

temporal advantage: nothing with a view 


the favour or eſteem, the love or the praiſe 
men. But the Intention, the Eye of the mind 


| (23) 
always to be fixt on the Glory of Gop and Good 


of man. 

2. But the Spirit with which every thing is to 
be done, regards the temper, as well as the Mo- 
tive. And this 1s no other than that, which has 
been deſcribed above. For the ſame Courage, 
Patience, Steddineſs, which qualify a man for 
the work, are to be exerciſed therein. Above 

cl, let him tate the ſhield of faith: this will 
WH quench a thouſand fiery darts. Let him exert 
all che faith which Gop has given him, in every 
trying hour. And let all his doings be don in 
love : never let this be wreſted from him. Nei- 
ther muſt many waters quench this love, nor the 
floods of ingratitude drown it. Let likewiſe that 
lowly anind be in him, which was alſò in CHRIST 
Jesus. Vea, and let him be cloathed with bumi- 
ity, filling his heart, and adorning his whole be- 
haviour. At the ſame time, let him put on bow- 
els of mercies, gentleneſs, long-ſuffering : avoid- 
ing the leaſt appearance of malice, bitterneſs, 
anger or reſentment ;, knowing, it is our calling, 
not to be overcome of evil, but to overcome evil 
wth good, In order to preſerve this humble, 
gentle love, it is needful to do all things with Re- 
leon of ſpirit, watching againſt all hurry, or 
lilfipation of thought, as well as aganſt pride, 
wrath, or ſurlineſs. But this can be no otherwiſe 
preſerved than by continuing inſtant in prayer, 
both before and after he comes into the field, 
and during the whole action; and by doing all 
n the /þ:rit of ſacrifice, offering all to Gop, 
thro' the Son of his love. | 

3. As to the outward manner of acting, a ge- 
eral rule is, Let it be expreſſive of theſe inward 

| tem- 
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tempers. But to be more particular. 1. Let 
every man beware, not to do evil that good may 
come. Therefore putting away all lying, let every Weir 
man ſpeak the truth to his neighbour. Uſe no 
Fraud or guile, either in order to detect or to Wh 
puniſh any man, but by ſimplicity and godly ſin- 
cerity commend yourſelf to mens conſciences in 
the fight of God. It is probable, that by your 
adhering to theſe rules, fewer offenders will be 
convicted. But ſo much the more will the bleſ- 
ſing of Gop accompany the whole undertaking, Ire 2 
4. But let Innocence be joined with Prudence, Mut 
properly ſo called. Not that offspring of hel, 
which he world calls Prudence, which is mere 
Craft, Cunning, Diſſimulation: but with that din 
wiſdom from above, which our Lord peculiarly Wa i 
recommends, to all who would promote his re 0 
kingdom upon earth. Be ye therefore viſe 41 
ſerpents, while ye are harmleſs as doves. This 
wiſdom will inſtruct you, how to ſuit your 
words and whole behaviour, to the perſons with ele 
whom you have to do, to the time, place, and ion 
all other circumſtances, It will teach you to n 
cut off occaſion of offence, even from thoſe who | 
ſeek occaſion, and to do things of the moſt of- 
fenſive nature, in the leaſt offenſive manner that 

is poſſible, 48 
. Your manner of ſpeaking, particularly to 
Oftenders, ſhould be at all times deeply ſericus, 
(leſt it appear like inſulting or triumphing over 
them) rather inclining to ſad : ſhewing that 
you pity them, for what they do, and ſympa- 
thize with them in what they ſuffer. Let your 
air and tone of voice, as well as words, be 4% 
paſſionate, calm, mild: yea, where it would net 
| 7 ap- 


creaſ 
ard 
mſta 
ve di 
e per 
d wh 
e, 
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pear like diſſimulation, even ind and friend- 
. In ſome caſes, where it will probably be re- 
ceiyed as it is meant, you may profeſs the good- 
vill you bear them: But at the ſame time, (that 
may not be thought to proceed from fear, or 
y wrong inclination) proſeſſing your intre- 
ity and inflexible reſolution, to oppoſe and 
puniſh-vice to the uttermoſt. 

V. 1. It remains only to make ſome Appli- 
tion of what has been ſaid, partly to You who 
re already engaged in this work, partly to all 
at fear GoD, and more eſpecially to them that 
we as well as fear Him. 

With regard to You, who are already engag- 
d in this work, the firſt advice I would give 
w is, Calmly and deeply to conſider, the na- 
re of your undertaking. Know what you are 


wen hand. Conſider the objections which are 
ade" to the whole of your undertaking. And 


1 act, as he is fully perſuaded in his own 
Ind. | | 

2. Tadviſe you, ſecondly, be not in haſte, to 
creaſe your number. And in adding thereto, 
ard not wealth, rank, or any outward cir- 
mſtance. Only regard the qualifications a- 
e deſcribed, Enquire diligently, Whether 
e perſon propoſed be of an unblamable carriage, 
d whether he be a man of faith, courage, pa- 
mee, fieddineſs ? Whether he be a lover of 
D and man? If ſo, he will add to your 
ſength as well as number. If not, you will 
D loſe 


dout ; be throughly acquainted with what you 


fore you proceed, be ſatisfied that thoſe ob- 
Kons have no real weight, Then may every 


: 
| 
| 
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loſe by him more than you gain, For you will 
diſpleate Gop. And be not afraid to purge out 
from among you, any who do not anſwer the 
preceding character. By thus leſſening your 
number, you will increaſe your ſtrength : you 
will be veſſels meet for your maſters uſe. 

3. I would, thirdly, adviſe you, narrowly to 
obſerve from what motive, you at any time act 
or ſpeax. Beware that your Intention be not 
ſtained, with any regard either to profit or 
praiſe, Whatever you do, do it to the Lord, a 
the ſervants of CuRIS T. Do not aim at plex 
ſing yourſelf in any point, but pleaſing Hin 
whoſe you are, and whom you ſerve. Let your 
eye be ſingle, from firſt to laſt: eye Gop alon 
in every word and work, 

4. I adviſe you, in the fourth place, ſee tha 
you do every thing in a right Zemper : with loy 


lineſs and meekneſs, with patience and pentk if 
neſs, worthy the goſpel of CHRIST. Take cron 7 
ſtep truſting in Gop, and in the moſt tender, bg © 
ving ſpirit you are able. Mean time wa d poſt 
ways, againſt all hurry and diſſipation of ſpii cr 
and pray always with all earneſtneſs and perk 001 
verance, that your faith fail not. And let n 155 
thing interrupt that ſpirit of ſacrifice, which yo Int 
make of all you have and are, of all you full tun! 
and do, © that it may be an offering of vile 
ſweet ſmelling ſavour to Gop throngh Ju * 
CHRON) ), ws, . 7 | 5 
F. As to the nanner of acting and ſpeakil 15 | 


T adviſe you to do it with all innocence and fin 
pheity, prudence and ſeriouſneſs. Add to the 
all poffible. calmneſs. and mildneſs; nay, * 
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tenderneſs which the caſe will bear. You are 
not to behave as butchers or hangmen, but as 
ſurgeons rather; who put the patient to no 
more pain than is neceſſary, in order to the cure. 
For this purpoſe, each of you likewiſe has need 
of © a lady's hand with a lion's heart.” So 
ſhall many even of them you are conſtrained to 
puniſh, gloriſy God in the day of viſitation. 

6, Iexhort all of you who fear Gop, as ever 
you hope to find mercy at his hands, as you 
dread being found (tho' you knew it not} even 70 
fobt againſt God: Do not on any account, rea- 
ſon or pretence whatſoever, either directly or 
indirectly, oppoſe or hinder ſo mercifull a de- 
lien, and one fo conducive to his glory. But 
this is not all : If you are Lovers of mankind, 
if you long to leſſen the ſins and miſeries of 
your fellow-creatures : can you ſatisfy yourſelves, 
can you be clear before Gop, by barely not op- 
poling it? Are not you alſo bound by the moſt . 
ſacred ties, as you have opportunity to do good to 
all men? And is not here an opportunity of do- 
ing good to many, even good of the higheſt kind? 
In the name of Gop then, embrace the oppor- 
tunity. Aſſiſt in doing this Good, if no other- 
wile, yet by your earneſt prayers, for them 
who are immediately employed therein. Afiſt 
them, according to your ability, to defray 
the expence which neceſſarily attends it, and 
which without the affiſtance of charitable 
perſons, would be a burden they could not 
bear. Affiſt them, if you can without inconveni- 
ence, by quarterly or yearly ſubſcriptions. At 
leaſt, afſift them now : Uſe the preſent hour, 


do- 
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doing what Gop puts into your heart. Letit 


not be ſaid, that you ſaw your brethren labour E 
ing for Gop, and would not help them with one but 
of your fingers. In this way, however, come in u 
the help of the Lord, to the help of the Lord, «. «6: 
gainſt 5 mighty ! farn 
I have an higher demand upon you who My: 
Ls. as well as fear, Gov. He whom you ſear, Wei: 
whom you love, has qualified 50%, for promot- at 
ing his work in a more excellent way. Becaul: Win! 
you love Gop you love your brother alſo : You Wiki: 
love not only your friends, but your enemies ; but 
not only the friends, but even the enemies df ny 


Gop. You have put on, as the elect of God, lnc-Wifherr 
lineſs, gentleneſs, long-ſuffering. You have faith flu 
in Gop, and in JESsus CHRIST whom he hath i 
ſent: faith which overcometh the world. And 
hereby you conquer both evil ſhame, and that 
fear of man which þringeth a ſnare : ſo that you 
can and with boldneſs before them that devil 
you and make no account of your labours. Qualified 
then as you are, and armed for the fight, will yu 
be [ihe the children of Ephraim, who being ler- 
neſſed, and carrying bows, turned back in the da) 
of battle? Will jou leave a few of your brethren 
to ſtand alone, againſt all the hoſts of the aliens 

O ſay not, this is too heavy a cross : haue 
not ſtrength or courage to bear it.“ True; 1 
of yourielf. But you that believe, can do al 
things through Chrift ſtrengtbening you. I, thu 
canſi believe, all things are poſſible to him tit 

believeth. No croſs. is too heavy for Him to 


bear, knowing they that ſuffer with him, ſpas 


hair 


X regen with bun. day not, «Nay, but I cannot Mane 


be at 
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hear to be ſingular,” Then you cannot enter 
into the kingdom of heaven, No one enters there 
but thro' the narrow way, And all that walk 
in this, are ſingular. Say not, But J cannot 
endure the reproach, the odious name of an In- 
firmer.” And did any man ever fave his ſoul, that 
was not @ by-word, and a proverb of reproach ? 
either canſt thou ever ſave thine, unleſs thou 
at willing, that men ſhould ſay all manner of 
evil of thee. Say not, © But if I am active in 
this work, I ſhall loſe not only my reputation, 
but my friends, my cuſtomers, my buſineſs, 
my livelyhood, ſo that I ſhall be brought to po- 
rerty,” Thou ſhalt not: thou canſt not: it is ab- 
blutely im poſſible, unleſs Gop himſelf chuſeth 
it, For his kingdom ruleth over all, and the very 
batrs of thy head are all numbered. But if the wile, 
the gracious Gop chuſe it for thee, wilt thou mur- 
mur or complain? Wilt thou not rather ſay, 
be cup «which my Father hath given me, ſhall I 
It drink it? If you /uffer for Chriſt, bappy are 
wu : the ſpirit of glory and of Chriſt ſhall reſt 
hon you. Say not, „I would ſuffer all things, 
put my wife will not conſent to it. And cer- 
unly a man ought to /eave father and mother 
Ind all, and cleave to his wife.” True, all but 
0D ; all—but CuRISr. But he ought not to 
fave Him for his wife. He is not to leave any 
luty undone, for the deareſt relative. Our LoRD 
mlelf hath ſaid in this very ſenſe, F any man 
weth father, or mother, or wife, or children, 
Pure than me, he is not worthy of me] Say not 
Well, I would forſake all for Cur1sT. But 
ne duty muſt not hinder another. And this 
would 


————— 
, „„ „„ 


into the furnace, But I do not ſee that I an 


for which CuxrsT died. And therein ale 
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would frequently hinder my attending Public 
Worſhip.” Sometimes it probably would. 65 
then and learn what that meaneth, I will hoy 
mercy and not ſacrifice. And whatever is loſt, ly 
ſhewing this mercy, Gop wil! repay ſcvenfol 
into thy boſom. Say not, © But I ſhall hun 
my own ſoul, I am a young man: and ly 


taking up looſe women, I ſhould expoſe m- 
ſelf to temptation.” Yes, if you did this in 


your own ſtrength, or for your own plex 
ſure. But that is not the caſe. You truſt in 
Gop: And you aim at pleaſing him only. And 
if he ſhould call you even into the midſt of: 
burning fiery furnace, though thou wolkeſt thri 
the fire thou ſhalt not be burnt, neither ſhall tl 

ames kindle upon thee. © True; if he called nt 


called to this.” Perhaps thou art not willing v 
ſee it. However, if thou waſt not called before 
I call thee now, in the name of CHRIST: tale 
up thy croſs and follow Him. Reaſon no mor 
with fleſh and blood, but now reſolve to caſt. 
thy lot, with the moſt deſpiſed, the moſt inte 
mous of his followers, the filth and offscouriny 


of the world. I call thee in particular, who din « 
once ſtrengthen their hands, but ſince art dra 
back. Take courage! Be ſtrong | Fulfil the Me 
Joy, by returning with heart and hand. Leti 
appear, thou departedſt for \a ſeaſon, that 1 Mr 
might receive thee again for ever. O vc Mr 
diſobedient to the heaventy calling]! And as for iſ Mr 
of you, who know whereunto ye are cal Mr 


count ye all things loſs, fo ye may fave one ſoul 


thous 


(31) 


agb“ for the morrow, but caft all your care on 


Him that careth for you, Commit your ſouls, 


bodies, ſubſtance, all, to Him, as unto à merci- 
u and faithful Creator. 


n 


The form of Donation by Will. 
Item, 1 A. B. do hereby give and bequeath the 


ſum of unto the Treaſurer, 
for the time _ of a voluntary ſociety, com- 
monly called, or known by the name of The 
Seciety for Reformation of Manners (which So- 
ciety doth now uſually meet in Sr. Martins le 
Grand, near Newgate-Street, London) the ſame 
to be paid within months after my deceaſe, 
and to be applied to the Uſes and — of 
the ſaid Society. 


Subſcriptions and Donations are taken in by 


Mefirs Williams and Bellamy, near the Manſion- 
Houſe, London. 

Mr. Edward Webber, near the Eaſt-India- Houſe 

Mr. William Park, in Holiwell- Street, Strand. 

Mr. Crook, Great-Turn-Stile, Holbourn. 

Mr. Oſgood, in St, Martin's Court, near Lei- 

ceſter- Fields. 
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